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“�My hope is that the entire 
community takes pride in 
our incredible schools and 
SchoolPower can help facilitate 
that. Since we have such a unique, 
tiny school district, community 
involvement—from financial 
support to volunteerism and 
connections—can make a huge 
impact for students.”

Sarah Durand, Executive Director

“�I am grateful for the invaluable 
partnership with SchoolPower that 
has ignited brighter futures and 
empowered countless students. 
The unwavering support year over 
year has been a beacon of light 
for our families, illuminating the 
path to educational excellence in 
our community.” 

Jason Viloria, LBUSD Superintendent

“�It’s incredible what can be 
accomplished when teachers, 
coaches, parents, and 
Laguna Beach businesses and 
organizations come together to 
make a difference in students’ lives. 
Our community is stronger when 
our students have the tools and 
support they need to learn, explore, 
take risks, and collaborate.”

Amy Dechary, President 2022-2023

schoolpower today
SchoolPower has evolved over 40 years, but, at its core, it is 
still about uniting parents and community members who care 
deeply about our schools and are eager to support public 
education in Laguna Beach.
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mission & programs
SchoolPower strives to empower kids. 

SchoolPower’s Core

We are a non-profit education foundation with the mission to 
enrich the education and support the well-being of all children 
in the Laguna Beach Unified School District. We achieve our 
mission by providing programs, raising funds, and uniting the 
community in support of Laguna Beach students.

It Takes a Village

SchoolPower is governed by a board of trustees, most of 
whom are parents of LBUSD students. We rely on many hard-
working volunteers, a small, dedicated staff, and a generous 
community. We work hand-in-hand with LBUSD educators to 
execute our programs.

Inspiring Educators

LBUSD provides an incredible climate for our teachers, staff, and 
coaches to continuously hone their craft. SchoolPower’s goal is 
to help support innovation and enrichment by awarding grants 
in all areas—academics, athletics, music, visual and performing 
arts, student experiences, social emotional support, and more. 

Here to Help

SchoolPower spearheads programs designed to support 
families. We know that after school enrichment is imperative to 
families and healthy for kids, so we provide a robust selection of 
classes through the After School Program. Our parenting book 
club is designed to build a culture of informed and connected 
parents in Laguna Beach. We partner with LBUSD at the Family 
Resource Center to offer family support services including aid 
for essential needs, scholarships for extracurricular and summer 
activities, tutoring referrals, and mental health resources.
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Grants pictured (clockwise from top): Kodable computer science curriculum, Ozobot block coding robots, 
TMS SMART rewards student recognition breakfast, stringing machine for LBHS boys and girls tennis, kindergarten 
kindness rock garden, supplies for 4th grade electric houses
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Program Spotlight

schoolpower grants
One of our signature programs is the SchoolPower Grant Program. Teachers, coaches, 
counselors, and staff are invited to apply for SchoolPower grants at any time during 
the school year. Our goal is to encourage innovation and to support enrichment— 
the “extra stuff” that makes our schools here in Laguna so incredible. 

65 Grants awarded in 2022-2023

  @lbschoolpower

* �Includes Science Camp funding: $60,000 for 
6th and 8th grade camp in 2023-2024 school year

Follow us to stay up-to date on the latest grants!

$230,273 Total Distributions

https://www.instagram.com/lbschoolpower/
https://www.instagram.com/lbschoolpower/
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In 2017, LBUSD recognized a national rise in families experiencing social and emotional 
distress throughout their education journey. With the support of the Board of Education 
and at the direction of the superintendent, the district built on its existing systems of 
support to expand access to school-based mental health services districtwide. They’ve 
since partnered with SchoolPower to consolidate a patchwork of existing support 
services into a single, more accessible place known as the Family Resource Center. 

The vision is for the Family Resource Center to serve as a vibrant hub dedicated to 
building LBUSD family engagement by providing community activities, confidential 
counseling, and support services for student success. The FRC will be housed in the 
cottage at 733 St Ann’s Drive, across from the LBHS track and field.

Funded primarily by LBUSD, with support from SchoolPower donors, the remodel of the 
cottage included creating private offices and a comfortable gathering space for small 
groups. Special thanks to community partners Kim Duensing Projects, The Shipp Group, 
Carolina Vergara Landscape Studio, and Nicol Architecture for their amazing work on 
the project.

Contact the Family Resource Center directly at frc@lbusd.org.

mailto:frc@lbusd.org
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We helped over 300 parents learn and connect 
through our parenting book club, speaker series, and 
therapeutic creativity workshops. 

This year, thanks to your support, SchoolPower’s Family Support Services have 
continued to expand and evolve. 

We offered scholarships so 11 LBHS seniors could be 
included in year-end activities and helped to support 
over 50 kids with their summer plans from UCI’s 4-week 
COSMOS STEM program to the USA Volleyball National 
Team Development Program.

Over 100 families received support for essential needs, 
mental health, tutoring, and extracurricular scholarships.
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Classes pictured (left to right from top): BrainStorm coding, The Center Stage Studio musical theater, Artventure 
OC watercolor, guitar with Beth Sand, Thrive Superpower Hour, Strategic Kids Chess, Bala Shala Big Kid Yoga.
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Program Spotlight

after school program
SchoolPower administers the After School Program at El Morro and 
Top of the World elementary schools. Families can choose from over 
35 enrichment classes at each site during a session. Our goal is to 
support families’ after-school care needs and to encourage kids to 
explore new areas and expand their interests.

Our impact includes:

New for 2023-2024: We are growing the after-school program to four 
sessions per year! Check out the new schedule and fall classes.

lbschoolpower.org/after-school-program

$15,067 funded 52 scholarships for students in need

65 kindergarteners participated in pilot classes

296 students registered for two or more classes per session

74% of elementary students participated in the program

2,955 individual registrations for classes annually

211 total classes offered

https://lbschoolpower.org/after-school-program/
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$20,000 +	
Carol & Dennis Berryman
Ann & James Shea

$10,000+
Jennifer & Clifford Cheng
Crevier Family Foundation
Heidi & Mark Draper
Kelly & Steve Goldstein
Sara & Jack Lowell
Danielle & 
Jeff Roedersheimer
Ashley & Spencer Samuelian
Kristin & Steve Samuelian
Danielle Ward 
& Matthew Shuster
Ashley & Nicholas Woravka

$5,000 - $9,999
Erin Berryman & Eric Brougher

Norma Szigety 
& Ignacio Gorostegui

Claudia & Newth Morris

Carol & Aaron Moss

Allison & Tom Motherway

Lisa Dauffenbach 
& Jeffrey Schroeder

Julie Gersten & Greg Sharenow

Margaret Wells

$3,000–$4,999	
Catherine & Stuart Adair

Rob Alshuler

Megan & Roger Bulloch

Christiane & Jed Engel

Chelsea & Gregory Kennedy

Breea Johnson & Michael Klong

Lee Kucera

Laguna Presbyterian Church

Alison & Brett Ledger

Rana & Michael Mays

Melissa & Doug McCormick

Iva & Andrew Pawling

April & Nicholas Reese

Kim & Barron Ressler

Dinah Gracey & Boaz Shonfeld

Melinda Williams & Mark Ward

Meghan MacGillivray-Weil 
& Louis Weil

CJ & Seldon Wiggins

7 anonymous donors

 $1,800–$2,999	
Cara & Craig Abrahams

Leslie & Yashaar Amin

Nicole & Peter Anderson

Anji & JF Aron

Joan Malczewski & Richard Arum

Erica & Damon Austin

Ani & George Azadian

Ashley & Matt Balaker

Erica & Brad Berberian

Lisa & Gary Berman

Maria & Juan Bianchi

Staci & Tim Bina

Lisa & Steve Britt

Ashley & Michael Brown

Alex & Michael Cattan

Dana & West Christian

Briana & Jonathon Cohen

Lauren & Michael Contursi

Tiffany & Terence Cooke

Christine & Jason de Bretteville

Amy & Paul Dechary

Tiffany Tian & Derek Deng

Raehe & Nuri Dimler

William & Christina Dodge

Nicole & James Dunlop

Dominique & Leo Farnan

Marcela & David Fine

Auben & Dave Frith

Jennifer & Dennis Grzeskowiak

Robin Kennedy & Josh Hall

Jeffrey Bhaedhayajibh & Bridget 
Herdman

Alison & Brian Janssen

Tish & Lance Jensen

Lynn Jochim

Kim & Jason Krotts

Donna Wilczek & Charles Lebano

Aegea & Daniel Lee

Meng Chen & Yinghao Li

Yoo Mi & Brian Loo

Katie & Shaun MacGillivray

Ayesha & Robin Mahapatra

Elizabeth & Kaleim Manji

Tiffany & Scott Martino

Jennifer Henderson & John McNally

Faith & Stephen Mills

Suppy Wejpanich & Lenh Mong

Rhiannon & Alan Moss

Tara Seery & Clay Mottern

Jennifer & Frank Nastanski

Carrie & Chad Neault

Jennifer & Mark Noonan  
Renato DaRocha 
& Adrienne O’Connell

Cristol & James O’Loughlin

Jason & Su-Chin Olin

Alejandra & Jesus Orihuela

Sarah Miller & Joao Orvalho

Kelly & Justin Osborne

Heather & Stephen Pearce

Tamara Darweesh & Gregory Pearly

Kara & Dan Perlis

Elizabeth Hanauer & Paul Pohoresky

Corinne & Jake Provost

Erica & Tim Rahall

Christy & Brian Rayburn

Lindsey & Justin Richland

Hanan & Marwan Saba

Nidhee & Amit Sachdev

Shaheen & Harpal Sadhal

Kimberly & Victor Salvino

Anita & Boris Piskun

Stacy & Scott Seminoff

Jennifer & Joe Seybold

Beraeil & James Shen

Stephanie & Benjamin Singer

Tammy & Marcus Skenderian

Andrea & Michael Smith

Kimberly & Adam Smith

Nicole & Bryan Smith

Tina & Brian Steincke

Victoria & Walter Stender

Inmaculada & Brent Strombom

Lauren & William Tell

Shannon & Eli Ticatch

Kristin & Brian Tovtin

Berna & Ahmet Tuncay

Melissa & David Vermilya

Gabriela Tucker & Arturo Vidaurri

Nan & Vincent Von der Ahe

Ashley & Kevin Walden

Audrey Boixo & Bryan Werlemann

Nicola & Baron Willhoit

Kaitlin & Taylor Willhoit

Jill & Chris Witte

Jennie & David Wojtaszek

Prudence & Nicholas Wyman

15 anonymous donors

2023 Senior Luau & Paddle Out

 �Identifies families who have generously donated for five or more consecutive 
years, factoring in a “pandemic pause” for the 2020-2021 school year.

individual support for 2022-2023
We are so grateful for the incredible community members who support SchoolPower’s 
mission with donations to our annual campaign and fund-a-need at our annual gala. Your 
generosity inspires us to do everything we can to further our work for Laguna Beach students!
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photo credit: Jan Schrieber

For a full list of donors and business supporters, visit lbschoolpower.org/supporters.

business support for 2022-2023
Thank you to these generous local businesses for making a difference for Laguna Beach 
students with their contributions to our organization.

$1,000 – $2,999
Anderson Law Group, Inc. 
Arrow&Branch 
Candice Dartez 
Photography
Caviar Express Inc 
Chelsea Lauren Interiors 
DiGiovanni Orthodontics 
Elaine Brashier – Meital Taub 
Luxury Group|LIVEL Real Estate 

Flower Daddy

Gary Boisen – Compass 
gorjana 
Heidi Cleveland – 
Douglas Elliman 

Kendall Clark – 
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services 

Kristine Flynn – 
Mike Johnson Group|Compass 

Laguna Aesthetics 
and Vein Center

Laguna Beach Aesthetics
Laguna College 
of Art & Design
Laguna Presbyterian 
Church
LALO Tequila
Mahlia Rittenhouse – 
The Smith Group|Coldwell Banker

Maryann’s Menu
Maura Short – Compass

Napa Valley Wine Train
Pam Levin – 
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services

Pearl Edward Beach
ROOTS the Beauty 
Underground
Studio Gutow
Tuvalu Home
World Surf League
Zaia Estates

$3,000 – $4,999
A2 Energy Partners
Anders Lasater Architects
Arch Anchor

Dirty Eraser
Farmers & Merchants Bank
Fredric H. Rubel Jewelers

Hueston Hennigan LLP
Nick Alexander Imports
Waldorf Astoria Monarch Beach

$5,000 – $9,999

$10,000+

https://lbschoolpower.org/about/supporters/
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laguna locals card
All donors who contribute $100 or more to SchoolPower’s 
annual campaign receive a gift of two Laguna Locals 
Cards for discounts at over 100 participating 
businesses in Laguna Beach. We are so 
thankful to the many businesses who offer 
perks to our donors and hope the Locals 
Card helps encourage people to shop 
and eat locally.

Donate today at 
give.lbschoolpower.org

https://give.lbschoolpower.org/campaign/schoolpower-2022-2023-empowering-kids/c421825
https://give.lbschoolpower.org/campaign/schoolpower-2022-2023-empowering-kids/c421825
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Dodgeball XII

SchoolPower’s dodgeball tournament has connected the 
community for 11 years as a “fun-raiser” for Laguna Beach 
schools. The event involves hundreds of players and volunteers 
for fierce competition, complete with crazy costumes. 

Save the date — October 10, 2023

Lumberyard Chef Challenge

Conceived and hosted by Suzanne and Cary Redfearn, 
this unique dinner brings together school principals and 
SchoolPower supporters for a tasty evening in support of 
our schools.

Save the date — January 29, 2024

38th Annual Gala at Montage Laguna Beach

Support SchoolPower’s important mission for students 
and families while enjoying an evening of cocktails, dinner, 
and dancing.

Save the date — March 23, 2024

Three Clubs Barefoot Canyon Classic

We are indebted to Mark Christy and his incredibly generous 
team at Hobie and The Ranch for hosting this unconventional 
golf tournament to benefit SchoolPower. Foursomes sell out 
in minutes! 

Save the date — May 6, 2024

upcoming events
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SchoolPower Grants
23% = $230,273

Family Resource Center:
Family Support Services

& Parent Education
26% = $259,295

Directed Donations &
Designations to School Programs

11% = $104,616

Community Connection Events
& Student Directory App
1% = $8,772

Family Resource Center:
Building Improvements
13% = $126,213

Aer School Program**
3% = $29,123

Payroll
18% = $179,686

Marketing & Public Relations
2% = $20,124

Administrative Expenses
3% = $29,361

USE OF FUNDS	

Total = $987,462	 ** Expense is net of program revenue

STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS
Fund Balance at Beginning of Year	   547,964 	
Plus: Net Revenue	 743,997 	

Less: Net Expenses	   (987,462)	

Fund Balance at End of Year	   304,499 

Annual Gala
25% = $187,169

Annual Campaign
53% = $391,503

Hobie & The Ranch: Three Clubs
Barefoot Canyon Classic
5% = 39,028

Real Estate Honor Roll
5% = $34,328

Dodgeball Tournament
1% = $11,132

Lumberyard Chef Challenge
1% = $9,555

Business Support
2% = $15,282

Directed Donations
8% = $56,000

SOURCE OF FUNDS*	

Total = $743,997	 * Revenue is net of event and campaign direct expenses

financial overview 2022-2023
These figures represent actual revenue and expenses through fiscal year-end June 30, 2023.
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2,000,000

3,000,000

5,000,000

4,000,000

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 20212020 2022 20232013

The Laguna Beach Education 
Endowment and Capital Fund is 
a separate charitable foundation 
that complements SchoolPower.

The fund advances the same 
goals by providing a reliable, 
long-term income stream for the 
present and future of Laguna 
Beach schools.

Endowment Fund Growth 2013-2023
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special thanks
We would like to acknowledge the entire SchoolPower organization for their commitment 
to our mission, vision, and values. A special thanks goes to the committee members who 
have volunteered above and beyond.

Staff
Sarah Durand, Executive Director

Laura Jumani, Accounting 
& Administrative Manager

Melissa Norelli, Event Coordinator

Phyllis Fang, Program Manager

Cara Borkovec, Family Support Specialist

Crystal Jerabek, Family Support Specialist

Endowment Board of Directors

Steve Samuelian, President     
Mike Nozzarella, Treasurer 
Nicole Anderson, Secretary 
Elaine Brashier 
Jonathon Cohen 
Amy Dechary 
Tom Motherway 
Chad Neault 
Harpal Sadhal  
Mark Smialowicz

Board of Trustees 2022-2023 

Cathy & Stuart Adair 
Rob Alshuler 
Nicole & Peter Anderson 
Liz & Peter Black 
Lisa & Steve Britt 
Erin & Eric Brougher 
Ashley & Mike Brown 
Alex & Mike Cattan 
Briana & Jonathon Cohen 
Amy & Paul Dechary 
Christiane & Jed Engel 
Kristine & Bill Flynn 
Robin Kennedy & Josh Hall 
Cherlin & Ian Kirby 
Aegea & Daniel Lee 
Katie & Shaun MacGillivray 
Ayesha & Robin Mahapatra 
Carol & Aaron Moss 
Carrie & Chad Neault 
Iva & Andrew Pawling 
Anita & Boris Piskun 
Elizabeth Hanauer & Paul Pohoresky 
Erica & Tim Rahall 
Christy & Brian Rayburn 
Danielle & Jeff Roedersheimer 
Nidhee & Amit Sachdev 
Shaheen & Harpal Sadhal 
Stacy & Scott Seminoff 
Julie Gersten & Greg Sharenow 
Meital & Aaron Taub 
Kristin & Brian Tovtin 
Melissa & David Vermilya 
Ashley & Kevin Walden
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Kendall Clark
Berkshire Hathaway 

Home Services 
949-887-7929

Chris Tebbutt
Compass

949-485-9898

Andrea Ballesteros
Ballesteros Group 
Coldwell Banker 

949-415-4052

Meital Taub
Livel Real Estate 

Meital Taub 
Luxury Group 
949-922-9552

Spencer Wall
Sotheby’s 

International 
Realty 

949-375-7768

magna cum laude – $2,500

honors – $1,500

  Founding Member since 2014

REAL ESTATE 
HONOR ROLL

GREAT SCHOOLS AND 
GREAT REAL ESTATE GO 

HAND IN HAND

valedictorian – $5,000

Connect with our 
Honor Roll members!

Heidi Cleveland
Douglas Elliman 

949-371-4333

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING 
LAGUNA BEACH STUDENTS!

We’ve moved! Find us at: 
811 Manzanita Drive 
Laguna Beach, CA 92651

lbschoolpower.org

NON PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID
SANTA ANA, CA 
PERMIT NO. 4554

Mike Johnson
Mike Johnson 

Group 
Compass 

949-278-7333

Kristine Flynn
Mike Johnson Group

Compass
949-463-9847

Pam Levin
Berkshire 

Hathaway 
Home Services 
949-887-9808

Maura Short
Compass 

949-233-7949

Elaine Brashier
Livel Real Estate 

Meital Taub 
Luxury Group 
949-233-2566

Mahlia 
Rittenhouse

The Smith Group 
Coldwell Banker 

949-292-9927

Gary Boisen
Compass 

949-274-2236

Danielle Purcell
Team Laguna 

Real Estate
949-874-1187

https://lbschoolpower.org/about/supporters/real-estate-honor-roll/



